
BULLETIN ARTICLE FOR SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

(Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time:  B) 

 

“WE ARE NEVER ALONE” 

 

 Many Gospel passages proclaimed at our liturgies deal with discipleship:  the cost 

of discipleship and the rewards of discipleship.  We all know that we will have to carry 

our crosses with faith, confidence and perseverance.  The Gospel often deals with the fact 

that as a church we are never really alone.  We do not live our lives in a vacuum.  Most of 

us have not chosen the life of a hermit in the desert.  We all deal with many people day in 

and day out.  Jesus reminds us that we are bound to have differences. 

 

 From the beginning of the Church, there were disagreements.  The Acts of the 

Apostles recounts some of those discussions.  People had different ideas about how the 

Church should develop.  In the end, it was trusting the Holy Spirit’s guidance that 

enabled people to be reconciled and work together to make the Kingdom of God a reality 

in our world.  Today we still struggle trying to get along with each other.  We must never 

become discouraged in our efforts at being one family in Christ.  The Gospel says that we 

should be able to reconcile with each other even if we have to ask some other people to 

help us. 

 

 There are two lines in the Gospel that particularly bring hope, especially when we 

are tempted to give up on trying to be reconciled with our brothers and sisters whom we 

may have become alienated from.  “If two of you agree on earth about anything for which 

they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.  For where two or 

three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”  (Matthew 

18:19-20)  If we ever need to be reminded that God does listen to our prayers, and that 

communal prayer is powerful with God, let us remember this Gospel passage. 

 

                                                                                                  Father David 

 

Stewardship note for today:  The good steward must not show favoritism.  The rich may 

have many material gifts to share, but St. James reminds us in the second reading that 

God has chosen the world’s poor to be rich in faith and inheritors of God’s Kingdom. 


