
 

 

REVISION TO DIOCESE OF JOLIET COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 

This document shall supersede all previously issued guidelines and are subject to revision. Parishes shall 
defer to local regulations if they are more stringent. 
 
From the start of the pandemic our overall guiding thought has been to protect the health of others, not to take the easy 
path. 
 
As noted on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website, the Delta variant of the COVID-19 virus has 
provided renewed upswing in the number of cases. 
 

 It is more than two times as contagious as previous variants. 

 Some data suggest the Delta variant might cause more severe illness than previous strains in 
unvaccinated persons. 

 Unvaccinated people remain the greatest concern. 

 Breakthrough infections occur much less often than infections in unvaccinated people. However, 
individuals infected with the Delta variant, including fully vaccinated people with symptomatic 
breakthrough infections, can transmit it to others. 

 Fully vaccinated people with asymptomatic breakthrough infections can transmit it to others; however, the 
greatest risk of transmission is among unvaccinated people, who are much more likely to contract and therefore 
transmit the virus. 

 Fully vaccinated people with Delta variant breakthrough infections appear to be infectious for a shorter period. 
 
In response to these facts and to local regulations we are updating the Diocese of Joliet guidelines. 

 

PARISH ACTIVITIES: 

 If people do not feel well, they SHOULD NOT ATTEND services, gatherings, or come to work. 

 Masks are recommended for indoor events. 

 Pastors shall decide COVID-19 protocols for parish offices and meetings.  

 Air flow and ventilation are still KEY elements to preventing the spread of viruses, so parishes need to maintain 

air systems and regularly change filters. Consideration should be given to air systems that kill viruses in the air 

with either ion generators or ultraviolet light.  

 No potlucks or family style food. 

 

 



PROCEDURES FOR LITURGY: 

1) Dispensation from the requirement to attend Mass in person is still in place. 

2) Masks are strongly recommended for everyone, vaccinated or not. 

3) Continue to provide seating areas that accommodate social distancing different sensitivities of parishioners; 

Some may still not feel safe unless there is the 6-foot separation; Others may feel confident enough to sit at 

arm’s length from others outside their households 

4) Holy water fonts are still to be left empty.  

5) Hand sanitizer should be available when entering/exiting the church and/or at the reception of Communion. 

6) No chalice at Communion. 

7) No physical sign of peace. 

8) Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion are required to wear masks while giving Communion. 

(Communicant to step to side to consume host). 

9) Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion’s hands must be sanitized before distributing Communion. 

10) Choirs are not allowed. 

11) Congregational singing is not allowed. 

12) Mass parts are to be spoken wherever possible.  

13) Total of four (4) musicians are allowed of which two (2) may be cantors. (Cantors count as musicians.); Cantors 

must be 12 feet apart if unmasked; Other musicians must be 6 feet apart; No wind or brass instruments allowed. 

14) A pastor may choose to take more restrictive measures than those listed here, but he may not take less 

restrictive measures. 


