
HOMILY NOTES FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER:  B

Readings:  1) Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 2) 1 John 2:1-5a; 3) Luke 24: 35-48

FOCUS:  In Jesus’ resurrection, God’s goodness triumphs over suffering and 
death.

The English language has many clichés.  They are so often repeated 
because they have a degree of truth.  One such cliché is, “Seeing is 
believing.”  We see a clear example of this in action in today’s Gospel 
reading.  In the passage from St. Luke’s Gospel, the disciples see the risen 
Lord with their own eyes.  Even then, they do not believe it is Jesus, at least 
not at first.  

In a way, nobody could blame them.  Only 36 hours earlier, the 
disciples had seen Jesus sentenced to death, scourged, dragged through the 
streets while being made to carry a large wooden cross, and crucified.  At 
least one disciple, John, saw Him die.  They had no logical reason to believe 
anything except that their Master was dead and gone forever.

It is not as if Jesus did not tell them what would happen.  Long before 
His passion and resurrection, Jesus explained to the disciples that He would 
suffer, die and rise again.  But the disciples did not understand it – except 
Peter, who tried to stop Jesus from going through with it.  Peter, though he 
certainly meant well, did not understand why Jesus had to undergo the 
horrible experience that he foretold.

None of the disciples did.  But the risen Lord, as described in today’s 
Gospel, presented Himself to the disciples and opened their minds to the 
meaning of everything that had happened over the course of those three 
days.  It truly was a case of “seeing is believing.”

Another common cliché is, “Everything happens for a reason.”  We 
often find ourselves wondering why bad things happen and why people 
suffer.   Hiding in fear immediately after Jesus’ death, the disciples may very 
well have felt the same way.  Their idea of a Messiah was not one of a man 



who would suffer and die in a manner befitting only the worst of society’s 
criminals.

God could have brought about this forgiveness for sins any way He 
wanted.  He could have simply willed it, and it would have happened.  So 
why didn’t He?  Perhaps because seeing is believing, and because 
everything – even suffering – happens for a reason.  For the earliest 
followers of Jesus, and of us, this act of expiation of sins was not some 
unseen, abstract situation or concept.  The disciples actually saw it happen.  
And we see it happen today in the sacrifice of the Mass.  Christ’s one 
sacrifice is made present in the Eucharist.  In the Eucharist, we see victory 
over sin and death.

It was through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus that 
God’s love for us and His wish to be with Him forever is really driven home 
in our minds and hearts.  The gift He won for us, eternal salvation, is there 
for the taking – and all people are eligible for this gift. Indeed, it is offered to 
all.


