
HOMILY NOTES FOR 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  B 

 

 

Scripture Readings:  1) Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; 2) 2 Peter 3:8-14; 3) Mark 1:1-8 

 

FOCUS:  Prepare the way of the Lord in our hearts and in the hearts of those 

around us. 

 

 

 In today’s Gospel, we hear that a prophecy from Isaiah is being 

fulfilled by John the Baptist.  John is the one of whom it is written, Behold, I 

am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way.  A voice 

of one crying out in the desert:  “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 

his paths.” 

 

 John the Baptist fulfilled this prophecy two thousand years ago by 

preaching that Jesus was the Messiah, and pointing toward Him in all his 

words and actions.  Preparing the way for the Lord, however, was not just a 

task for John the Baptist – it is a task for each one of us.  Now it is our turn 

to prepare the way of the Lord in our own hearts as well as in the world 

around us. 

 

 One of the most important things we can do this Advent season is to 

prepare our own hearts to receive Jesus.  The big question is:  how do I do 

this?  First and foremost, we must spend some time with Jesus in prayer.  

We can treat our prayer time like we would an important appointment, 

setting aside some time each day to spend with God, even if it is only five or 

ten minutes.   

 

 We can refrain from giving God the “leftovers” of our day, instead 

offering the first fruits of time when we are awake and alert.  We might 

prepare the way of the Lord in our hearts by spending time reading the 

Scriptures, praying the rosary or to our favorite patron saint.  We can stop by 

in our cars outside the main entrance of the church and say a prayer in front 

of the tabernacle where the Blessed Sacrament resides.  Whatever we do, it 

will help us prepare our hearts to receive Jesus. 

 

 Our focus, however, cannot be only on ourselves during the season of 

Advent.  Just like John the Baptist, we want to prepare the way of the Lord 



in such a way that those around us might more easily be brought into an 

encounter with Jesus. 

 

 

 John the Baptist, through his words and actions, was able to bring 

people into an encounter with the Lord.  Our words and actions can have the 

same effect.  By our good words and actions we can remind not only 

ourselves but those around us of just how good our Lord is and what a 

wonderful event we are going to soon celebrate…the birth of Jesus into our 

world and into our hearts! 

 

 During this Advent season we can take some time to talk to family, 

friends, co-workers or classmates about the true meaning of Christmas.  It 

may be a small action or a simple word from us that opens up the way of the 

Lord in that person’s heart.  Just like John the Baptist, we should point to 

Jesus in all that we do and say.  We can be a witness for Jesus.  After all, we 

have all been called by name to a life of discipleship. 


