
HOMILY NOTES FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  B 

 

Readings:  1) Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11; 2) 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; 3) John 1:6-

8, 19-28 

 

 

FOCUS:  In the same way as John the Baptist, we are to strive to be a 

faithful witness to Jesus. 

 

 As we listen to the Gospel this weekend, we hear about John the 

Baptist.  His entire life and mission were caught up in preparing the world 

for the coming Messiah.  John was not sure who this Messiah would be or 

exactly when He would come, but John felt a call from God to prepare His 

way.   

 

 He did this by preaching repentance of sin, marked by Baptism with 

water.  So firm was John’s faith in God, and so strong was his dedication to 

preparing the way for the coming Messiah, that he was willing to give his 

life. 

 

 At our Baptism, each of us was anointed.  As the sacred chrism was 

placed upon our heads, the words, As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, 

and King, so may you live always as a member of this body, sharing 

everlasting life, (Rite of Baptism for Children) were spoken.  We become 

Christ-like through this great Sacrament of Initiation.  Reflecting upon this 

bit of our sacramental heritage and in light of the readings today, we can 

each discover our own vocation as a Christian in the world. 

 

 As Jesus’ followers, we are to act for Him in our own corner of the 

world – liberating, forgiving and loving.  We can do this daily in such things 

as a kind word, lending a helping hand, assisting the needy, feeding the 

hungry by donating to the food pantry, sending a card or making a call to 

one we have lost touch with. 

 

 These are ways we can invite Jesus to come among us today.  In doing 

such things, we are also preparing the world for Jesus’ final return at the end 

of time.  We have a mission – a vocation.  Like John, may we be faithful 

witnesses, serving Jesus in all we say and do. 


