
 

 
WELCOME!  

 
July   31,   2020  

 

Dear   Parents,  
 

We  hope  this  letter  finds  you  well. These  are  certainly  difficult  times,  strange  times  and                
demanding  times!  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  reopening  of  religious  education  at  St.  James                 
and   wanted   to    reach   out   to   you   with   the   specifics.   

In  order  to  provide  a  safe  environment  and  be  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  religious  education                  
students,  St.  James  Religious  Education  will  be  online  September  to  December,  2020.  Religious              
education   classes   may   seem   very   different   from   the   usual   “St.   James   experience”.   

Plans  have  been  made  to  meet  the  needs  of  your  child’s  religious  education.  Resources  and                
videos  will  be  provided  each  week  that  supplement  the  topics  in  your  child’s  religious  education                
textbook;  and  mailings  will  be  sent  throughout  the  semester  to  enhance  the  various  topics.               
E-learning  activities  will  be  submitted  each  week  and  with  their  completion,  your  child  will  meet                
the  attendance  and  formation  requirements  of  the  Diocese.  Sacramental  preparation  is  planned             
through  online  retreats  and  in  person  events,  as  necessary.  We  also  appreciate  that  you  are                
busy;  therefore,  we  will  strive  to  maintain  an  appropriate  amount  of  religious  education  each               
week  so  that  our  students  meet  the  Diocesan  requirements  but  also  can  remain  focused  and                
excited   about   their   faith   journey!   

An  updated  calendar  is  attached  for  your  convenience  with  all  Fall  dates  and  events.  For  those                 
preparing  for  the  reception  of  the  Sacraments  of  1st  Reconciliation,  1st  Communion  in  Spring,               
2021,   and   Confirmation,   additional   information   will   be   sent   to   you   in   the   next   few   weeks.   

Please  mark  your  calendars  to  pick-up  your  children(s)  religious  education  supplies  on  either              
Tuesday,  September  15th  (4:30-5:30  PM)  or Wednesday,  September  16th  (6:00-7:00  PM) .            
We  will  be  distributing  textbooks,  Bibles,  pencil  pouches,  book  bags  and  a  few  “surprises”  at  the                 
white  tent  located  in  the  small  parking  area  off  of  Park  Boulevard  near  Door  10.  (Please  note:                  
this  is  not  the  main  door  where  you  typically  drop  off  for  RE;  please  go  to  the  other  side  of  the                      
Church).  

The  pandemic  situation  is  fluid  and  requirements  may  change  as  directed  by  Diocesan              
leadership  based  on  information  they  receive  from  civic  authorities.  Therefore,  later  in  the  Fall               
more   information   will   be   provided   regarding   our   plans   for   the   remainder   of   the   year.   
 
Yes,  it  will  look  and  feel  a  bit  different,  but  we're  looking  forward  to  continuing  our  faith  journey                   
with  all  our  students. Online  classes  begin  the  week  of  September  20th  with  resources  and                
activities  being  emailed  to  you  each  Monday.  We  ask  for  your  patience  and  thank  you  in                 
advance  for  your  cooperation  and  assistance.  If  you  have  any  questions,  prior  to  then,  please                
do   not   hesitate   to   contact   us.   
 
Spread   Joy   &   Stay   Well,  
 
Lisa   Weesner  
Coordinator   of   Religious   Education  

  


