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Why Choose sacramental marriage?
“A cord of three strands is not easily broken”

“

[ECCLESIASTES 4:12]

W

ithin the Catholic tradition, husband and wife accept
a role in God’s plan for humanity. They are to be
ambassadors of God’s love. Through their love for each
other they show God’s deep love for us, and they
collaborate with God to keep humanity alive. The Catholic
Church considers marriage a sacrament, a vehicle for God’s
graces to the couple and to the community.

T

he focal point of any wedding ceremony is the
exchange of vows. The vows are not simply a ritual that
defines the relationship of two people in love. They are
much more. They are a sacred pact through which the
spouses embrace each other and, together, embrace Christ
as their partner. The pledge they make is unbreakable
because through their union with Christ they participate in
the unbreakable pact between God and humanity: the
covenant that was sealed in the death and resurrection of
Jesus.
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O

ne of the benefits of a sacramental marriage in the
Catholic Church is the power of God’s grace, which
helps spouses keep their commitment and find happiness
together. Social scientists are finding that couples who
recognize God’s presence in their relationship are most
satisfied in their marriages. Marriage is not an isolated
relationship. The family based on marriage is the
fundamental cell of human society. The Catholic Church
invites you to give meaning to your life by embracing the
vocation of marriage and forming a family that is dedicated
to cultivating and sharing God’s love.”
—WWW.FORYOURMARRIAGE.COM/WHY-MARRY-IN-THE-CATHOLIC-CHURCH/
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Frequently Asked Questions
»

What can we expect at our first meeting with the priest?
When you meet with the priest, he will have each of you
complete a pre-nuptial questionnaire which includes
biographical information, as well as the intended spouses’
testimony of their intention to enter into Christian Marriage
according to the teaching of the Church. He will determine if
each of you is free to marry in the Church and if so, he will
schedule your wedding date. The priest will also discuss
your participation in the Marriage Preparation Program and
the required documentation for you to obtain in order to
celebrate your wedding liturgy at St. James.

»

What if we have a family member or friend who we want to
celebrate our wedding liturgy?
If you have a family member or friend who is ordained a
priest or deacon in the Catholic Church, he is most welcome
to celebrate your wedding. Please inform Fr. David of this at
your initial meeting. The priest or deacon from a different
diocese than ours (Joliet) will need to obtain a Letter of
Good Standing from his diocese or Religious Community and
have it sent to our diocese for approval. It is presumed that
the visiting celebrant adhere to the customs of the parish
and will be present at the wedding rehearsal.
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»

Should we have a Nuptial Mass or a Scripture Service?
It is presumed that a marriage between two Catholics who are in
a position to celebrate and receive Eucharist will take place
within the context of Nuptial Mass. When one person is nonCatholic, the marriage may be celebrated with a Nuptial Mass or
a Scripture Service. When one person is non-baptized, the
marriage is celebrated with a Scripture Service. The goal is
always to implement a sense of spiritual unity that is sensitive to
both the bride and groom and their families.

If you have any other unanswered questions, please contact one
of the members of our staff listed on page 11 of this guide.
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Requirements for celebrating at st. James
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
»

Either the bride or groom must be a registered & practicing
member of St. James the Apostle Parish.

»

Church law requires that non-registered parties must obtain
a letter of permission from their own parish —OR—register
at St. James prior to the celebration of their wedding.

»

Newly registered members of St. James the Apostle Parish
must wait at least 6 months before scheduling a wedding
liturgy.

»

Engaged couples must arrange a meeting with the priest at
least 6 months prior to the date of the wedding.

»

If a Catholic is marrying a non-Catholic, before the
sacrament of marriage may be celebrated, the Catholic
party will be asked to promise to have any children born to
their union baptized and brought up in the Catholic faith.

»

If the bride or groom is under 19 years of age at the time
of the wedding, both must be interviewed by a counselor
from Catholic Charities. If the recommendation by the
counselor is positive, the preparations will proceed.

Photo by Gift Habeshaw on Unsplash

RESTRICTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND
»

A wedding date cannot be scheduled until it has been
documented that both parties are free to marry in the
Catholic Church.

»

If either party was previously married, you must show proof
of your freedom to be married in the Church. The priest can
assist you with this process.

»

The priest and the wedding staff can only make
arrangements with the engaged couple, rather than with
another well-meaning family member.

»

We are not at liberty to celebrate a wedding outside of our
church building.
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The wedding Liturgy
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
»

The church will be opened 1 hour before the wedding
liturgy and the wedding party is asked to arrive at least 30
minutes prior to the liturgy.

»

The first two aisle of chairs on both sides of church are
reserved with the attendants seated in the first row and
parents/grandparents in the second row.

»

After the priest enters the church from the side and
reverences the altar, a typical sequence of events is as
follows:
Groom takes his place at the end of the aisle.
Grandparents are escorted down the aisle.
Mother of groom is escorted down the aisle.
Mother of bride is escorted down the aisle.
Groomsmen escort the bridesmaids down the aisle.
Ring Bearer & Flower Girl walk down the aisle to their
parents.
7) Best Man escorts Maid/Matron of Honor down the aisle.
8) Bride processes down the aisle to meet her Groom.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

»

After the recessional, our Parish Wedding Coordinator will direct the
bride, groom, bridal party, parents and grandparents back to the cry
room until the guests have exited the church in order to facilitate the
flow of 30 minutes allotted for photos.
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RESTRICTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND
»

Strollers, wagons, carriages and animals are not permitted in
the wedding procession.

»

Illinois law dictates that official witnesses (Best Man & Maid/
Matron of Honor) must be at least 18 years old.

»

The Ring Bearer should carry only imitation rings.

»

The Best Man or Maid/Matron of Honor should be made
responsible for the rings.
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setting a date for your wedding liturgy
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
»

An initial meeting with the priest must be
arranged at least 6 months before the
desired wedding date.

»

Whether you choose to have a Nuptial Mass
or a Scripture Service, wedding liturgies are
scheduled on Saturdays at 11 A.M. or 1 P.M.

»

Friday weddings may be scheduled by special
arrangement.

»

Rehearsals are typically scheduled the
evening prior to the wedding at 5 P.M. or
5:30 P.M. and typically last 45 minutes.

TO SCHEDULE YOUR WEDDING, CONTACT FR. DAVID

HANKUS AT 630.469.7540/FRDAVID@STJAMESGE.ORG
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RESTRICTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND
»

A wedding date cannot be scheduled until it
has been documented that both parties are
free to marry in the Catholic Church.

»

If either party was previously married, you
must show proof of your freedom to be
married in the Church.

»

Weddings are not typically scheduled during
Lent (Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday) or on
civic holidays or holy days.

»

It is strongly advised that you do not make
any deposits on a reception venue until after
the priest confirms your date and freedom to
marry in the Church.
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The wedding rehearsal
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
»

Rehearsals are usually scheduled the day prior to the
wedding promptly at 5 P.M. or 5:30 P.M. and are typically 45
minutes

»

Please advise your wedding party to arrive 10 minutes prior to the
rehearsal begins, as the church is only reserved for 1 hour for your
rehearsal. Other rehearsals or events may be scheduled in the church
before or after yours.

»

Our wedding coordinator will run the rehearsal and serve

»

Before you arrive, please decide who will escort those in the wedding
party down the aisle and how you will pair your attendants so you are
ready to communicate this to our parish wedding coordinator.

»

Those who should attend the rehearsal are those with a
direct role in the liturgy, including:

Photo by Garrett Sears on Unsplash

□ Bride and Groom
□ Maid/Matron of Honor & Best Man
□ Bridesmaids & Groomsmen
□ Ushers
□ Parents & Grandparents (Please discuss any special
seating requests with our Parish Wedding Coordinator)
□ Ring Bearer & Flower Girl
□ Readers (maximum of 3 persons)
□ Gift Bearers (2 persons)

RESTRICTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND
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Meet Our team of guides
FR . DAVID HANKUS | PASTOR
Fr. David will be your main contact as you plan your wedding
liturgy. He will meet with you to set your date, as well as meet
with you 4 to 6 weeks before your wedding to finalize details. He
will guide you as you navigate preparing for sacramental
marriage in Christ.
FRDAVID@STJAMESGE.ORG/630.469.7540

LISA WEESNER | PARISH WEDDING COORDINATOR
Lisa is a great resource as you work to plan the details for your
wedding liturgy. She will be present to assist you at the wedding
rehearsal, as well as at your wedding liturgy. She is available to
guide you and answer any questions pertaining to the church
facilities, flowers, photographer/videographer and wedding day
particulars.
LWEESNER@STJAMESGE.ORG /630.858.5646

PAT MOONEY | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Pat is responsible for all the music at your celebration. He will
prepare a standard worship aide for your wedding. You will need
to contact him no later than 1 month before your wedding to
discuss your musical options. If you want more complex musical
selections or want to hire a cantor or musicians you will want to
reach out earlier so ample time is provided for coordination.
Please note: pre-approval of a hired cantor or musician is
required in advance by Pat.

Photo by Jason Briscoe on Unsplash

PAT@STJAMESGE.ORG/630.469.7540

MIKE FITZPATRICK | FOCCUS COORDINATOR
Mike will contact you to schedule a time to complete the
required FOCCUS Inventory and Review.
RCIA@STJAMESGE.ORG/630.469.7540

Please note: the priest and the wedding staff can only make
arrangements with the engaged couple, rather than with
another well-meaning family member.
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celebrating in Sacred Space
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THE REHEARSAL

& WEDDING

»

While in the church for the rehearsal and wedding
liturgy, please remind the wedding party and guests
to honor the dignity of the sacred space that is our
church building.

»

The cry room inside the church has been
designated for use by the groom and his
groomsmen before the ceremony. It contains a
private bathroom. For added privacy, the window
blinds may be closed.

»

The coat room of the church has been designated
for use by the bride and bridesmaids before the
ceremony. It is adjacent to a bathroom and there
are collapsible walls erected for added privacy.
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RESTRICTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND
»

The use of alcohol, drugs, tobacco products or any
weapons are no allowed inside or on the grounds
of the church campus. It is a matter of church law
that the exchange of marriage vows requires full
consent of one’s will. To this end, the use of alcohol
or drugs is regarded as impairing the full and freely
given consent required for a sacrament to be valid.

»

A bride or groom who appears impaired by alcohol
or drugs at the time of his/her arrival at church
may necessitate the delay of the sacrament until
an appropriate time.

»

No food or beverages are permitted in the church.
Water fountains are located outside the restrooms.

»

No animals are permitted in the church unless it a
service animal as defined by the Americans with
Disabilities Act.
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a Road Map for Marriage Preparation
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
»

Photo by Lisa Gilligan

»

After your wedding date has been confirmed by Fr.
David, it is required that couples participate in a
Marriage Preparation Program. This includes
completion of an Engaged Encounter Weekend—OR—
Marriage Workshop; as well as the FOCCUS Inventory
and review.
»

Option 1: Attend an Engaged Encounter
Weekend Retreat. This is a weekend retreat
available a few times a year at a retreat house
in Frankfort, Illinois. Registration is required. To
learn more or to register: www.jolietee.org

»

Option 2: Attend an Engaged Couples
Workshop. This one day workshop is offered a
few times a year at the Mantellate Sisters in
Plainfield. To register contact Sandra:
815.436.5796.

»

The FOCCUS Inventory and Review
(Facilitating Open Couple Communication,
Understanding and Study) gives couples an
opportunity to discover and discuss vital areas
of communication and married life. Mike
Fitzpatrick will provide you with the information
to complete the online inventory. Once you’ve
both completed it, you will be paired with a
sponsor couple from the parish who will set up
a time to review and discuss the results of the
inventory with you. Once you’ve scheduled
your wedding, watch for an email inviting you
to begin the FOCCUS inventory.

After you’ve completed the above requirements, at
least 4 to 6 weeks before your wedding, please call to
schedule a final meeting with your celebrant. To this
meeting you will need to bring the liturgy selection
worksheet from the “United in Christ” book.
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Photography & videography
WHAT YOU AND YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER NEED TO KNOW
»

Photographs/Videos may be taken during the wedding
liturgy and flash photography is allowed.

»

Following the ceremony, you will have 30 minutes for
posed group pictures. Because we have Confessions
and Mass on Saturday afternoon, we ask you to wait to
greet your guests until after your posed church photos
are finished.

»

If you decide to have a receiving line or the liturgy
does not begin on time, your time for photos will be
reduced by the amount of time you spend greeting your
guests or the delay of the liturgy.

»

It is recommended you make a list of the pictures you
want before the wedding day and inform the
photographer and photo participants ahead of time.

»

Movement by the photographer during the wedding
liturgy should be discreet so as to not draw attention
away from the experience of the liturgy.

»

Video cameras must be placed on a tripod and remain
in a stationary position during the liturgy. The best
location for setup is on the south side of the church.
Please consult the wedding coordinator for details.

Photo by Nik Sejz on Unsplash

RESTRICTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND
»

Photographers/Videographers are not allowed within
the sanctuary (behind the half walls), in front of the
chairs or in the center aisle. There are NO exceptions.

»

Photographers/Videographers must refrain from
walking in front of the procession and recession of the
bridal party.

»

Drones and other extraordinary photo devices are not
permitted.
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required documentation
CHECKLIST OF DOCUMENTS NEEDED PRIOR TO WEDDING
 Baptismal Certificate—a new copy dated no sooner than

6 months before your wedding date must be obtained by
calling the parish where you were baptized.

 Confirmation Certificate—a new copy dated no sooner

than 6 months before your wedding date must be obtained
by calling the parish where you were confirmed or
baptized.

[ If the parish is now closed, call the local diocese where
the records will be found. If you inform us you were
baptized at St. James, we will provide the certificate.
Please note: photocopies of sacramental certificates are
not acceptable.]
 Marriage Affidavit Forms—This form is completed by 2

witnesses for both the bride & the groom in the presence
of a priest or deacon. This appointment may be scheduled
in advance at St. James or another Catholic church in the
country. Forms will be provided by the parish.

 Proof of attendance at a Marriage Preparation Workshop

or Engaged Encounter Retreat

 Completion of the parish sponsored FOCCUS
 DuPage County Marriage License—Please bring the

Photo by Hello I’m Nik GB on Unsplash

license to the parish office no later than 2 weeks prior to
your wedding. The license is valid for 60 days.
www.dupageco.org/countyclerk

 Parish Offering—Please bring the parish offering to the

office no later than 2 weeks prior to your wedding.
Checks/cash will not be deposited until after the wedding.
Stipends/gifts for the celebrant may be brought to the
rehearsal. Music fees may be handled directly with the
Director of Music Ministry.

 Liturgy Selection Worksheet—Please bring the liturgy

selection worksheet from “United in Christ” to your final
meeting with the celebrant.
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flowers & decorations
WHAT YOU AND YOUR FLORIST NEED TO KNOW
»

The church will be opened 1 hour before the
wedding liturgy for flower delivery.

»

Flowers may be placed directly in front of the altar,
but may not measure more than 3 feet tall.

»

Pew decorations are permitted and may be
attached with elastic or plastic only. There are a
total of 17 pews per side (6 rows of chairs and 11
pews).

»

If you plan on taking your flowers with you, they
will need to be removed immediately following the
ceremony and this is the responsibility of the
wedding party or florist. However, you may leave
them for all to enjoy—it is greatly appreciated.

Photo by Joanna Kosinska on Unsplash

RESTRICTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND
»

Flowers and other decorations may not be placed
on, behind or beside the altar.

»

Furniture and existing floral arrangements in place
in the current church environment may not be
altered, moved or removed.

»

No unity candles, extra candles, hurricane lamps,
trellises, canopies, arches, candelabras or
topiaries may be used in the church.

»

Aisle runners are not permitted for the safety of
your guests.

»

The throwing of flower petals (real or artificial),
birdseed or rice, the launching of balloons,
butterflies, birds or other items and materials are
not permitted inside or outside of the church.
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Offerings & fees
CHECKLIST OF OFFERINGS AND FEES
 For the Church—it is requested that a donation of

$500 be made to St. James the Apostle Parish as an
expression of support for the community and usage
of our facilities. This donation is used solely to fund
the operating costs of our building and maintenance
staff. Financial limitations will not preclude a wedding
at St. James, but must be discussed with the pastor.
Please bring the church offering to the office no later
than 2 weeks prior to your wedding. Checks/cash will
not be deposited until after the wedding.

 For the Music—The Music Fee for accompaniment is

$300 which includes consultation, preparing of
worship aids, preparation of books for readers,
supplying music and a cantor for the liturgy. If the
bride and groom want to bring in an outside
musician, an additional bench fee of $200 is required
and should be discussed directly with the Director of
Music Ministry well in advance of the wedding.

Photo by Anita Austvika on Unsplash

 Personal Offerings/Gifts—Any personal offering, gift

or stipend for the priest who presides at your
wedding and for the altar servers who assist at a
Nuptial Mass is at the discretion of the couple. Such a
gratuity should be brought to the rehearsal with the
other items you plan to use as part of your wedding
liturgy. Please note: for safe keeping, please keep
the wedding rings in your possession until the day
of the wedding liturgy.

 Envelopes for these offerings and fees will be

provided to you at your initial meeting with Fr. David.
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Planning Your Musical selections
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
»

As you are celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage,
the musical selections within the wedding liturgy
must conform to the Church’s standards for
sacred music.

»

Our parish Director of Music Ministry, Pat Mooney is
responsible for all the music at your celebration. He
will guide you in the process of choosing musical
selections appropriate and fitting for the liturgy.

»

You will need to contact Pat no later than 1 month
before your wedding to discuss your musical
options.

»

If you want more complex musical selections or
want to hire a cantor or musicians you will want to
reach out earlier so ample time is provided for
coordination.

»

Pat will prepare a standard worship aide with your
musical selections.

Photo by Nathan Dumlao on Unsplash

RESTRICTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND
»

Pre-recorded music is not permitted.

»

Pre-approval of a hired cantor or musician is
required in advance by Pat Mooney.

| 21 |

Planning Your wedding liturgy
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
»

In order to assist you in choosing the various options allowed during
a Nuptial Mass or Scripture Service you will receive a book entitled
“United in Christ”. This book contains all the readings, prayers and
blessings that may be used for your liturgy. There is a helpful
selection form in the back of the book which you should complete
and return at your final meeting with the celebrant, which occurs 4
to 6 weeks before your wedding.

»

If you choose to have a nuptial Mass, family members and friends may
participate in the nuptial Mass as Altar Servers or Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion IF they are commissioned as such at
St. James the Apostle. If they have been commissioned at another
parish, they need to be pre-approved by the priest. Please note: We
are able to provide Altar Servers and EMHCs if necessary. Altar
Servers and EMHCs are not used if you choose a nuptial ceremony.

»

If you wish to bring a bouquet of flowers to the statue of the
Blessed Mother, it is done at the conclusion of the liturgy before the
recessional. Please decide who will go with the bride to the statue in
the back of the church.

»

Our Director of Music Ministry will prepare a standard worship aide
for your wedding with your musical selections.

Photo by Felicia Buitenwerf on Unsplash

RESTRICTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND
»

The use of readings which are not taken from Scripture or the use
of vows composed by the couple is not permitted by Church law.

»

Using Scripture downloaded from the internet is not recommended,
as the sole translation approved for liturgical use is the one printed
in “United in Christ”.

»

If you are utilizing the services of a wedding consultant, please advise
him/her that the wedding rehearsal and liturgy are solely the
responsibility of our St. James Wedding Coordinator.

»

Children in the wedding party must be at least 6 years old.

»

Illinois law dictates that official witnesses (Best Man & Maid/Matron
of Honor) must be at least 18 years old.
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