
Palm Sunday—The procession with palms 
Matthew 21:1-11 

Game:  Don’t Touch the Ground 

Use this game to get kids talking about living lives of praise for Jesus. 

Supplies: Bible, green construction paper (If you don’t have green con-
struction paper, you can use paper plates, or some other idea) 

Using the whole family, or just your kids, you’ll form a group.  Give this group one piece of construction paper per 
team member plus one extra sheet.  Establish a start line and a finish line. 
 
Say: When Jesus came into Jerusalem on a donkey, the people laid some of their clothes in the road to 
make a path for Jesus. They also took palm branches from nearby trees and laid them on the road.  In our 
game, your (our) team’s goal is to get to the finish line without anyone touching the ground. We’ll pretend 
the paper is the clothes and the palm branches. 

Use this to demonstrate these rules: Only one child can be on a piece of paper at a time. The whole team will start 
the game with each person standing in line on a piece of paper. The kids will put the extra piece of paper on the 
floor in front of the line so each of the kids can move forward. Once they’ve all moved forward, the last person 
picks up the extra piece of paper at the end of the line and passes it to the front again. Although this isn’t a race, 
they’ll repeat this process as quickly as possible so they can reach the finish line without anyone touching the 
ground. 

After the game, ask: What was difficult about this game? What’s difficult about following Jesus some-

times? Read aloud Matthew 21:6-11. Ask: What can you lay down in your life so you can focus on Jesus? Why 

does Jesus deserve our attention and praise? Close in family prayer. 

 

Craft:  Praise Palms 
 
Use these symbolic palm branches to help kids remember the details of what happened when Jesus entered Jerusa-
lem on a donkey and the people praised him as God. Have kids assemble and wave the palm branches while they 
sing to Jesus.  
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http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/21

